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Since Mercy Hill Church began on Sunday, April 8,2012 on a . Years
grassy field at Overton Park, we've been asking the Lord for

a permanent meeting space. Our heart has been to make disciples

who meet in homes throughout the week and live on mission together.

Over the past thirteen years, we've gathered on Sundays in a coffee shop, a theatre, and a
wedding venue. For the last five years, we've leased the historic church building at 447 North
Evergreen Street. During this time, we've had the opportunity to pour into the lives of hundreds
of people and to serve the least of these in our city in real and tangible ways. Here are a few
examples of God's work:

e Dozens of people have trusted Jesus and followed Him in believer’'s baptism

16 adoptions where kids have found permanency and belonging in families

Renovated an abandoned home & ran a ministry housing and mentoring single moms
Supported missionaries and church planters internationally & domestically

Shared the Gospel through a neighborhood art camp, a reading club, VBS, Room In the Inn
(homeless ministry), World Relief (refugees), foster care ministry and

MANY, MANY MORE!

OPPORTUNITY

If you draw a bullseye around Midtown Memphis, 447 North Evergreen Street is right in the
center. The historic property was designed by architect Hubert T. McGee, who also designed
Clarence Saunders’ Chickasaw Gardens mansion, which later became the Pink Palace Museum.
The Gothic-style, limestone building was built by Trinity United Methodist Church for $100,000.
The first church service was held in this space on August 20, 1925. It's estimated that new
construction of a generic building on the present site would cost $5,000,000 to $7,000,000. A
conservative estimate to rebuild the current facility is between $9,000,000 to $11,000,000.

PROPOSAL

We plan to purchase the building in it's current condition for $1,000,000 in the next 12-24 months.
Mercy Hill Church is seeking to raise $500,000 through a three-year financial campaign
(December 2025 - November 2028). $300,000 will be used as a downpayment and $200,000 will
be used for repairs and updates. Exterior repairs include limestone restoration and painting
windows and doors. Indoor updates include painting the sanctuary, replacing carpet and flooring,
plaster and wood repair, and other miscellaneous items. Additional square footage is available to
be renovated on the third floor behind the sanctuary as well as downstairs in the fellowship hall.
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FUTURE

This church building is a one-of-a-kind historic property in a centrally located, walkable
neighborhood in Midtown that our church family has grown to both know and love. Purchasing
this space gives Mercy Hill Church a needed permanent home. We understand that the building is
not the heart of the church. However, securing this property provides a foundation for future
growth and ministry for years to come. The property can accommodate up to 350 people and
enables us to double in size as God brings future growth. Expanded classroom and fellowship
space gives us more flexibility to extend future ministry in order to meet the needs of the
community. We believe God is directing us to purchase this space in order to continue declaring
the Gospel to Memphis for the next 100 years or until Jesus returns - whichever comes first!

Q&A

¢ What opportunities does this give us that we currently don't have in a lease agreement?
o Permanency. The owner plans to sell the building. Long term rental is not an option.
o Access to areas of the building our current lease agreement does not include:
¢ Fellowship Hall and Kitchen on the first floor (event space for potlucks, receptions,
VBS, Youth Ministry, leadership training events and community meetings, etc.)
e Third floor classrooms for future Middle and High School youth space.
e The ability to convert the first floor to solely children’s classroom space and make
this area more secure.

o The ability to make major investments in repair and renovation projects we would not want
to take on without permanent ownership.

o Creative use of the building in doing ministry however the Lord directs us.

e How much will repairs and renovations cost and what is our plan for upkeep of a 100 year old
historic property?

o The building and grounds committee is currently gathering quotes. We'll prioritize repairs
and then begin to take on renovations one floor and project at a time. The committee will
classify projects for non-experienced volunteers, experienced volunteers & commercial
contractors.

¢ What other added responsibilities do we take on in purchasing this property?

o Monthly MLGW cost ($1,800 / month); mortgage cost will be similar to our current rent;

property insurance ($1,500 to $2,000 / month) and lawn care cost.

YOUR PART

e Join in our excitement & be an advocate for this project by sharing with friends & family. We
hope to raise support internally as well as through local churches and external partnerships.

e Pray! Place your magnet in a spot where you will easily see it & commit to pray daily.

¢ Ask the Lord what He would have you to give over the next three years toward this project.

e Turnina “Commitment Card” on November 9 for “Commitment Sunday.” Prioritize being at
the Sunday Gathering that day & then come back November 16 for “Celebration Sunday” as we
throw a party to celebrate God’'s goodness & faithfulness.
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